
Questions to Ask Reasoning

Do my classroom libraries include books that
match the phonics skills already taught?

Children need opportunities to practice exactly
what they’ve learned to reinforce skills.

Are most texts between 85–95% decodable? This range balances confidence-building with exposure
to real irregular words.

Have I identified which books are NOT decodable and
explained their purpose?

Clarifies for children and families why certain texts are
for read-aloud or shared reading.

Do families understand what “decodable” means? Parent communication helps extend practice at home
and avoids confusion with leveled readers.

Do I have enough decodable texts for small groups
and independent reading?

Access matters—children need repeated practice with
texts at their level.

Are tricky words (the, said, was) introduced
intentionally within decodable books?

Children benefit from controlled exposure to common
irregular words.

Am I observing whether children rely on phonics
patterns instead of guessing?

Reading habits form early—decodable alignment
encourages true decoding strategies.

Classroom Checklist for Phonics +
Decodable Alignment

Tip: Review your classroom library each term to ensure children always have access to developmentally aligned decodable texts.


